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The study is an initiative of the Environics
|l nstituteée

A Non-profit foundation, established in 2006 by
Environics Research co-founder Michael Adams

A Dedicated to the study and execution of opinion research
on issues of public importance

A Seeks to inform and stimulate dialogue by:

A Commissioning original survey research
A Working with media partners to disseminate results

A Instigate public engagement to discuss implications of the
research
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Approaching the initiative as an
Independent actor.

A No previous profile or position on Aboriginal issues

A Contacted and consulted a wide range of stakeholders,
early and often

A Non-profit model featured:

A Hands-off involvement by sponsors
A Full public release of research
A No position on study implications for policy

A Commitment to making results useful to Aboriginal community, other
stakeholders
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About the Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study
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Objectives of UAPS

A Understand the experiences, identities, values, and
aspirations of urban Aboriginal peoples

A Use survey research to give voice to good news, positive
narratives and hopeful scenarios for the future

A Provide new insights that help reframe the relationship
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people

A Build capacity to support further research and
understanding of First Nations, Métis and Inuit living in
Canadian cities
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Execution

A The research team in Edmonton, led by Dr. Maisie Cardinal
(Harvard Fellow)

A Three separate research elements:

U Aboriginal survey, non-Aboriginal survey, survey of National
Aboriginal Achievement Foundation scholars

A UAPS video archive (First Nations University)

A Study design and interpretation guided by an Advisory Circle of
recognized experts from academia and the Aboriginal community
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UAPS Advisory Circle

A Allan Benoit

A John Berry

A EllerBielawski

A Lewis Cardinal
A Hayden King

A Peter Dinsdale
A CalvirHelin

A CalvirHanselmann
A Corinndetté

A Caroline Krause
A PeteMenzies

A Katherin®inich
A David Newhouse
A AndreviParkin

A John G. Paul

A Evelyn Peters

A MarkPodlasly

A JennifeRattray

A John Richards

A Pamel&parklingeyes
A Noells&Steinhauer
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Métis Nation
Queends University
University of Alberta

Cardingbtrategic Communications
McMaster University

National Association of Frien@sinifpes
Lawyer, author@énces with Dependency
Research Director, National Association of Friendship Centres
President and CEO, Mount Pleasant Educational Services Inc.
Former principal Grandview Elementary School, FacultyBREEduc
Centre for Addiction Mental Health

University of Toronto

Trent University

Canadian Millennium Scholarship Foundation

Atlantic Policy Congress of First Nations Chiefs

University of Saskatchewan

N 6 | a WiessONatmarx/ Harvard/Queens (fellow)

PeepeekisiErst Nation / University of Winnipeg

Simon Fraser University

Aboriginal Learning Serviegisionton Catholic School Board
National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation
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Adapting research methods to fit

A Quota sampling based on 2006 Census profiles

A Range of methods to recruit eligible respondents

A In-person interviews
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UAPS Edmonton respondent profile

Actual Weighted

(Unweighted)(#) (%)
First Nations 130 50
Métis 106 49
Inuit 14 1
18-24 60 21
25-44 111 47
45+ 79 32
Men 94 44
Women 156 56
No degree 72 34
High school completed 71 25
College diploma 66 35
University degree 41 6
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In-person survey with 2
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Why we need to pay attention

A Growing presence in our cities today

A Canada has yet to come to terms with this
reality

A Our focus has been on reserve issues and on
problems
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Canadian population at 33 million in 2006, with
nearly 1.8 million reporting Aboriginal ancestry

Aboriginal Ancestry Population
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Of these, 1.2 million report Aboriginal identity,
In three distinct groups

Aboriginal Identity Population
single respon :
Metis single respon_ 389,780

Inuitsingle responsl 50,480

Total = 1,172,785

Ml_JIt_ipIe and othsl 34.500
Aboriginaksponse

ENVIRONICS

Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study 14 CINSTITUTE -




One in two of that Aboriginal population
|l Tve I n urban arease
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Research Findings



The majority of UAPS Edmonton participants
are first generation residents.

® Firstgeneration ® Second generation ™ Third generation
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Many feel that they belong to a diverse
community.

Do you feel that the community you belong to is... ?

Exclusively Aboriginal I3

Mostly Aboriginal
Equally Aboriginal
and no#\boriginal

Mostly neAboriginal

Exclusively néboriginal
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Definitions of the urban community for
Edmontonians.

Who or what do you consider to be a part of your community?

People in my neighbourh

People from same identity gr
People at my Work/j
Aboriginal people in the
People at scho
People from anoth
Aboriginal identity grom
Aboriginal servicﬂ

People in home communa
where born/raised/on rese

People from my band/First Nan

Church/Christian/spiritLE
religious commun
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reason for moving to Edmonton.

Why did you first move to Edmonton?*

Education/to go to sch
Work/to find ajo
For city Iife/ameniti
Need a new beginni
Better place to raise chilm

To escape bad family situa-

Friendsm

*Subsample: Among those who were not born or raised in Edmonton.
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Many enjoy the big city life...
What do you enjoy most about life in Edmonton?

Family/friends live here

Amenities vary/convenient/
accessible/centralized

Recreation/entertainment

Career/employment

Resources/support/
services available

Education/training

More freedom/opportunities 1
Friendly people/ 11
know community -

Born/grew up in area
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...but do not feel particularly safe.

What do you like least about living here?

Crime/murders/
violence/vandalism

City lifestyle/fasaced/

stressful/too busy

Drugs/alcohol n

Inflation/higher cost of living/
taxes/low wages

Bad traffic/car conditions/ [
parking services

Racism/discrimination

Far from family/friends/home
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Neighbourhood choice is influenced primarily
by cost.

Why do you live in the neighbourhood you do?

Can afford housing
Live with family/friends
Close to amenities/shopping
Safe neighbourhood
Close to work/school

Quiet/peaceful/secluded area

Close to family/friends

Close to children's school/daycare n

Has good public transportation n
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Aboriginal people are not rooted in remote
communities




Most feel that the city of Edmonton is home...

Where is home for you? Is it your city of residence, your home
community, or somewhere else?

Métis, 77%
First Nations, 61%

70

City  Communitysomewhere
of origin else

* Subsampl&@hose who were not born or raised in Edmonton;
those who have lived in Edmonton all their life and whose

parents/grandparents are from another place.
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The connection to home remains strong, but there
IS disconnect.

How close a connection do you feel to your home community?
How close a connection do you feel to the place where your parents and
grandparents are from?
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Not too close
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1st generation
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Not at all close

" 2nd generation

!
(o2}
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A majority have never moved back to their
community since moving to Edmonton.

Since you first moved to Edmonton, have you ever moved back
to your home community?*

67

31

Ever Never

Note: 2% said dk/na
*Subsample: Those who were not born or raised in Edmonton.
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Only a minority plan to return to their home
communities permanently.

Do you plan to go back to live in your home community/community of origin
permanently one day, or not?*

26

Plan to Do not plan Undecided/too
go back to go back soon to say

* Subsampl&irst and second generation UAPS participants.
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They feel they can make Edmonton a better
place to live.

Non-Aboriginal Edmontoners'

Aboriginal Edmontoners' _

m Bigimpact ®Moderate impact Smallimpact = No impact
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